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British Literature: Hamlet
Exit Ticket

Act 1 Scene 2 & 3 Exit Ticket

1.2

1. What is Claudius telling the court in the first part of his speech (1.2.1-16)? What
does he say about young Fortinbras and his uncle the king of Norway (ll. 17-41)? How
is Claudius responding to the threat?

2. What do Claudius and Gertrude want Hamlet to do that he doesn't want to do?
What won't they let him do it? How does he respond to them? How do they respond
to the way he responds to them?

3. Read Hamlet's first soliloquy (1.2.129-59) carefully. What is it that is really bothering
him about what has happened since his father's death? How would you describe the
tone of his Feelings detached, impassioned, rational, ironic, or what?

4. What is Hamlet's response to the news from Horatio, Marcellus, and Bernardo?
Notice the way Hamlet questions them. How much do we know about how his mind
works at this point of the play? What does he suspect as the reason for the ghost's
appearance (1.2.254-57)?

1.3
1. What does Laertes warn Ophelia about? What, apparently, has been the relationship
between Hamlet and Ophelia since his return from Wittenberg?

2. How seriously do you take Polonius' precepts (1.3.58-80)? Consider especially the
last one (1.3.78-80).

3. How willing is Ophelia to discuss with her father what she has discussed with
Laertes? What is his response to Hamlet's interest in her and her response to him?
How seriously should she take their warnings about Hamlet's lack of seriousness and
his inability to choose his own wife?

4. What do we know about Laertes, Polonius, and Ophelia by the end of 1.3? What sort
of people are they? What sort of family are they? Who is missing from this Family?
How strong-willed in Ophelia?



